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NOTES AND NEWS 

At the meeting of the Aristotelian Society held on January 4 "Pro- 
fessor C. Lloyd Morgan read a paper on ' Notes on Berkeley's Theory of 
Esse.' The well-known doctrine of Berkeley, that esse is percipi, finds 
expression in recent philosophy in what Professor Perry has named the 
' ego-centric predicament.' A comparison was made between Berkeley's 
attempt to account for continuity by the theory of continuous existence 
within the mind of God, and the attempts of the new realism to relate 
sensibilia. It was suggested that the distinction between relatively per- 
ceptual cognition and the higher order of knowledge which involves con- 
ceptual terms could be best expressed by applying the term ' meaning ' to 
the former, and the term ' significance ' to the latter. Significance, then, 
indicates a higher level of meaning. Probably all presentations from in- 
fancy onwards carry some fringe of significance. A presented fact which 
carries significance is in relation to some term within the sphere of our 
thought, which we may call a supposal, and that which answers to the 
significant term in the order of nature is what we call a truth. When 
there is a supposal in mind, it has the relation of reference, more or less 
valid, to some truth in the order of nature to be interpreted. 

" After noticing Berkeley's nominalism and his constant tendency to 
advance from his earlier position and develop the notion of spiritual sub- 
stance, Professor Lloyd Morgan suggested finally that the solution of the 
problem of continuity might be found in a threefold order of relatedness — 
physico-spatial, vital, and psychical. Each was a mode of scientific ex- 
planation, the question of source not being involved. As each new order 
was reached an added character entered into the relation and became ef- 
fective. The higher always implied the lower, but to invert the order was 
impossible. 

" This was in keeping with the essential spirit of Berkeley's philosophy. 
It was his merit that he applied his principles consistently ; and while he 
proclaimed that every effort which can be naively observed or significantly 
interpreted is dependent on the Eternal Spirit as the ultimate source of 
all that exists, he left to science, as he understood it, a perfectly free hand 
to pursue its investigation of phenomena on its own special lines." — 
Athenwum. 

A course of six lectures on the international crisis in its ethical and 
psychological aspects has been inaugurated at Bedford College, London. 
This course has been arranged by the council of Bedford College in coopera- 
tion with the Committee of Imperial Studies of the University of Lon- 
don. At the first lecture Viscount Haldane was in the chair and Mrs. 
Henry Sidgwick spoke on the morality of strife in its relation to the war. 
Lectures will also be given by Professor Gilbert Murray, Dr. A. C. 
Bradley, Dr. L. P. Jacks, Professor Stout, and Dr. Bernard Bosanquet. 



